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Writing a Proper Introduction 
 

The opening paragraph of any essay is always the most important. If you don’t “hook” your reader 
right from the beginning, you may lose them (they may stop reading). So start strong! A proper 
introduction should be 4-6 sentences in length. Not only does an introduction need to “hook” your reader, 
but it also needs to tell them what the rest of the essay is going to be about. A proper introduction has 
three parts: 
 

1) HOOK  (Captures a reader like a hook catches a fish) 
2) BRIDGE  (Expands on the HOOK and transitions into the THESIS) 
3) THESIS  (Tells your reader exactly what the essay is about) 

 

           
THE HOOK.   
Just like the image above, an introduction starts wide, or in broad/general terms, and gets more and more 
specific. Let’s start by taking a look at 4 effective ways to HOOK your reader: 

 
1) Ask a question. The question should relate directly to the topic, and it should make the 

reader think. If they can answer your question with a simple “yes” or “no,” it’s not a good 
hook. 

a. Good: “What is true bravery?” 
b. Bad: “Have you ever seen the movie Coraline?” 

 
      2) Start with a relevant quotation. If the essay is about Freytag’s plot structure, you could 

start by saying “The writer of Star Wars, George Lucas, once said “Storytelling is about two things; it’s 
about character and plot.” This stresses the importance of your topic (plot). 
 

      3) Share a surprising fact or statistic. Make sure the relates directly to the topic your 
essay will discuss. For example, “Coraline was the first stop-motion animated movie to be shot in 3-D. 
This is part of the reason the movie took close to four years to complete.” 
 

      4) Make a broad, true statement. This should be related to your thesis. If you know you 
are going to be comparing and contrasting tennis and soccer, you may say “Sometimes, two things can 
appear very different at first glance, but turn out to have lots in common.” 



THE BRIDGE.  
The bridge connects your hook to your thesis statement. It should expand the hook as well as identify the 
topic of the essay. 
 

Topic - Write a compare/contrast essay on tennis and soccer. 
Hook  - “Sometimes, two things can appear very different at first glance, but turn out to have lots 
in common.” 

Bridge - “This is often achieved by taking a closer look and analyzing the two subjects. People often 

                                                                (expands on or answers the hook) 

 overlook many of the similarities shared between different sports, like tennis and soccer.” 
  (identifies the topic of the essay (soccer and tennis)) 

 

 
So far, our introduction looks like this: 

Sometimes, two things can appear very different at first glance, but turn out to have lots in common. This is often achieved 
by taking a closer look and analyzing the two subjects. People often overlook many of the similarities shared between different 
sports, like tennis and soccer. 

 
 

THE THESIS STATEMENT.  
The thesis statement is where you explain the purpose of the essay, or why you are writing it. Write this in 
the 3rd person (No “I” or “my”). 
 
Use the following format to develop a good thesis statement. 
 

A) Write your topic. 
B) Write your opinion about the topic. 
C) Write down reasons you hold that opinion. 

 
Example: 
 

A) Tennis and Soccer 
B) Have similarities AND differences 
C) Equipment, playing surfaces, and general rules share similarities and differences. 

 
THESIS STATEMENT =  A+B+C 
 
“Tennis and soccer are two sports that share an abundance of similarities as well as differences in the 
equipment they use, the rules they follow, and the surfaces on which they are played.” 
 
 
*Now, HOOK + BRIDGE + THESIS STATEMENT  =  INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH! 
 

Sometimes, two things can appear very different at first glance, but turn out to have lots in 
common. This is often achieved by taking a closer look and analyzing the two subjects. People often 
overlook many of the similarities shared between different sports, like tennis and soccer. Tennis and 
soccer are two sports that share an abundance of similarities as well as differences in the equipment they 
use, the rules they follow, and the surfaces on which they are played. 


